










































The renaturalised riverbed becomes a new space for different actors.

Nature can roam freely; plants can grow and animals find a new

habitat. At the same time, it becomes accessible for humans.

Boardwalks cross the river, connect the two sides and form a new

path to explore the area. One can also leave the boardwalk on one of

the little islands. This is a nice place for families, where the children

can play in the shallow streams, build small dams or make a picknick

with a small bonfire.

Katzensee
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Current Situation at the Katzensee Situation at the Katzensee in Agritopia

Currently the Katzensee, as well as its surroundings are very

frequently used, in the summer often even overcrowded. It functions

as an area for walking, cycling and to explore the nature. The
Katzenseebadi is popular for swimming and resting. Firepits in the

forest create intensively used spaces and different destinations like

the event location or the Dampfbahn Katzensee attract users from

further away.

Located in a sensitive area regarding biodiversity and nature

protection, the increasing use for recreation poses challenges.

Respecting the interests of Nature the decision was made to close

the existing Katzenseebadi. The protected areas were expanded and

paths through the forest shut down to ensure quiet and uninterrupted

spaces for wildlife.
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To still allow people to swim in the beautiful Katzensee, a less invasive

way of granting access to the lake was created. The Badi is now

located in the south, along the Wehntalerstrasse and next to the

existing restaurant, which is now only used by bikes and public

transport. This is also an improvement for the wildlife crossing the

street, together with small underpasses for small animals.

The existing parking spaces along the streets are reused as bike

parking and for sport grounds. People who visit the area to swim or

for other recreation can use the lawns between the street, buildings

and the forest to relax.

Swimming is only possible from the boardwalk which crosses the lake.

This reduces the impact of humans on the nature along the lake

shore. The boardwalk is also closed between January and March,

which is the breeding season of birds and thus a sensitive time for

wildlife.

Katzenrüti

Situation at the Katzenrüti in Agritopia
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Situation at the Katzenrüti in Agritopia Current Situation at the Katzenrüti
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Looking at the current situation we can see how the highly used main

Rümlanger-/Katzenrütistrasse cuts through the Hamlet. Many

buildings are abandoned and have lost their functions.

Katzenrüti in Agritopia is to become the vibrant centre of Agritopia.

By reusing the abandoned building and bringing in new jobs, homes

and uses, the hamlet is revived. New institutions like the educational

kitchen also bring local children into Agritopia. The areas around the

buildings have also changed and are used for different kinds of

agriculture.

The main road which cut through the hamlet in 2023, and that is now

the highspeed biking and transport route through Agritopia, is

redirected around the buildings. This allows for uninterrupted

travelling of cyclists and e-bikers, and at the same time eliminates the

existing cut.
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The public space in the middle of Katzenrüti is changing into a Plaza.

In this area, many different temporary and also spontaneous uses find

space to happen. Here the community can gather and enjoy the new

life in Agritopia.

The new route at the southern side of Katzenrüti can be overlooked
by people enjoying the view over the Vineyards and Zurich Nord. By

creating this height difference, the visual boundary of the street is

blurred and no longer perceived as an obstacle.

City Edge

Current situation at the city edge Situation at the city edge of Agritopia
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Current situation at the city edge
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One of the most intensely used highway section of Switzerland is

crossing the site. And as Affoltern has grown the city has been

getting closer and closer to the highway. The highway as a large

impassable infrastructure divides the landscape in two.

Looking at the area between Affoltern and the Katzensee, one can

see how close the settlement, agriculture, recreation and the highway

are. Today, this area is mostly used by industry, but is becoming more

and more a residential area.

The new highway is to be embedded better into the landscape.

Additional and diverse highway crossings provide a better connection

for humans, herd animals and wildlife in between the areas. As

mobility changes to reach a net-zero Switzerland, so will the highway

change.

The existing lanes will be reduced and condensed. The now fewer

lanes can be adapted flexibly, allowing additional lanes in one

direction depending on traffic volume.

The newly unused lanes can decay in a controlled manner and will be

made accessible to the public. The tarmac of the highway therefore

can provide space for cycling, skating or flying dragons, whereas the

controlled decay may allow the highway to also become a habitat for

plants and animals. By reducing the width and number of lanes, the

visual barrier also becomes smaller.

With the newly created depot, a new community area can develop,

connecting the people of the neighborhood. Highly flexible free areas,

on the highway and around the hub provide space for art and culture,

nature and recreation, as well as the possibility for events.

Surrounding permaculture gardens let the neighborhood appropriate

the agricultural land close to the city edge for productive gardening.
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Agritopia as Prototype

The site of Zürich Nord can be a prototype

for more agriculturally accessible and

participatory landscapes at the city edge.
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The concept of Agritopia will be an adaptable model for agricultural

leisure areas close to growing cities of the future. While the

circumstances and needs of the inhabitants change from city to city,

the concept of bringing together different participants stays the

same. By providing Agritopias for every big settlement, the distance to

reach the next Agritopia becomes shorter and therefore the travel

creates less pollution and traffic.

Agritopia of Zurich Nord shall therefore not be an exception, but

much more an example for an inclusive, participatory and accessible

landscape. The common needs and rules are defined by Agritopia’s

Constitution.

Possible locations for Agritopias in the region of Zurich.

Agritopias

Served area

Settlement area

Waters
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